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Torquay Flower Beds Liskeard 

The Upcycled Garden, Melksham Radstock 

Bloom Groups meet the Challenge of COVID 19 
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Hi Everyone,  
 
Well the exceptional times in which we live have presented us all with many 

personal and social challenges with the on going pandemic. 

 

We in South West in Bloom have been so heartened to see throughout the re-

gion you have all kept the horticultural and community gardening going, in 

many cases against a background of local authorities having to re prioritise 

away from horticulture in some cases. 

 

The standards that you have achieved can only be described as exceptional with     

flowers, veg and tree planting on an impressive scale. 

 

The South West in Bloom in partnership with Kay Clark and the RHS family 

intend to recognise your contributions and we will be awarding medals and   

certificates in recognition of the response bloom groups have had to Covid 19. 

 

In addition South West in Bloom will also be awarding certificates based upon 

either your submissions or evidence based upon facebook or our team of judges 

observations seen whilst out and about in the region. (NOT ATTENDED 

JUDGING). No formal entry, or entry fee will be required.  For example ï I 

was driving through Paulton in July and observed some exceptional efforts of 

banners with knitted hanging baskets on them. 
 

In addition in view of the exceptional circumstances this year I have asked our 

assessors and request that you  yourselves draw our attention to any contribu-

tions of communities undertaking óbloom activityô even though they have not 

entered in recent years or ever. 

For example a long established 

entry Malmesbury, has not       

entered for a few years, but has 

made some stunning efforts in 

2020.  So please submit your    

efforts however small so as to  

enable us to distribute awards in 

recognition of your outstanding 

efforts. 

You can send in your videoôs slide shows or just photos in to us. Videoôs 

can be sent Free by using the ñWeTransferò web site to our normal         

e mail address Southwestinbloom@aol.com. 
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 R.H.S. Support 

We continue to be supported by the RHS particularly Kay Clarke and no doubt 

you will have been contacted by Kay.  It would be great if we could reciprocate in 

assisting promotion of the Society and the commitment to communities. 
 

R.H.S.News 

Out going President Sir Nicholas Bacon has now finished his term as President 

having led and overseen an exceptional period of capital investments at the new 

Garden at Bridgewater in Salford.  Major investments at Hyde Hall, Wisley, 

Rosemoor and in a number of areas have also taken place. 
 

I am sure you will all join me in extending our heartfelt thanks to Sir Nicholas for 

his work and support to Bloom. 
 

New President 
 

Keith Weed now takes over as RHS President.  

Keith has an International reputation in  

marketing with Unilever and has also now 

joined the board at Sainsburys. 

 

Ruth Evans former head of Fundraising,    

Communities and Education has retired from 

the RHS and her role has been added to the 

brief of Dr Tim Upson (a Whitchurch, Bristol 

boy) who is Head of Horticulture in the RHS.   

Hopefully this provides an opportunity to expand wider across RHS Horticulture 

and promote our industry.  I do feel that the importance of community              

horticulture is seldom recognised by Government, DEFRA and MPôs. 

Anyone who has really looked at the situation during the pandemic cannot fail to 

recognise the value of growing plants.  The effect of plants, green space  and the 

environment on the lives of people in Lockdown and the social health and       

economic impact of gardening.   
 

Localising and food production in our region may be one of the reasons we in the 

South West to date have not suffered the effects of Covid 19 unlike many other 

areas of the UK.  Lets keep it up! 
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To summarise then, Thank you, for all those wonderful things you have done 

and will continue to do . 

Look at the wonderful work of everyone on Facebook. You will see that com-

munity gardening is not only a solution to many a problem:- 
 

It can feed our bodies 

It can inspire us (particulary children and the very old) 

It can keep us healthy in body, mind and spirit. 
 

Its time that Government recognised that all involved make the country a    

better place and the often maligned hanging baskets still have a role. 
 

Stay safe and keep up your inspirational work. 

Jon Wheatley 

Chairman 

Radstock 

Hosta sieboldtana  Jasmine beesianum 
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Here are photos of a trial bed at the Sustainable Plant Project in Paignton taken 
early August. The bed was trimmed back in December to reduce windrock and 
then cut back again in early April. Apart from that nothing has been done to it. 

Pictures of the annual flower mix that was planted around in Torquay by the     
council (Tor2) with spectacular results  as can be seen here in the Italian Gardens. 

RHS South West in Bloom 
2020 Schools Painting Competition 

ò Climate Change and Me ò  
The results will be shown in our Autumn Newsletter 
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Sidmouth in Bloom (SIB)  

 
Sidmouth in Bloom has continued its work throughout the town since last 

September, ordering plants, sowing seed and designing the gardens it tends. 

SIB designed and ordered plants for our 3D features late in 2019. SIBôs own 

planting was commenced early in February therefore, despite the pandemic 

lockdown and the ban from working in the parks for a couple of months, SIB 

was able to plant up in the townôs Triangle its famous 3-D marine figures, our 

Rhynchosaurus and a raised bed display.  

These 3D displays were able to be completed under Covid rules as SIB has a 

polytunnel in a field with lockable access limited to SIB only. The Town 

Council provided us with free face masks for use in public areas.   

The structures were well spaced outside the 2m distance and work could con-

tinue in volunteers own time. Under an exchange programme set up in 2019 

Sidmouthôs Elmer the elephant went to Regentôs Park with its SIB planting 

scheme and the Royal Parks sent Tom the gardener to visit Sidmouth.  This 

was arranged before lockdown but Tom, due to his size, could only be planted 

up in situ in late June.  This year we re-introduced an old Town favourite 

ñFred the Peacockò. His body was planted up in the polytunnel, but the origi-

nal bedding for his tail display was to 

be plants to be supplied by EDDC 

Streetscene. These were cancelled due 

to lockdown but SIB managed to supply 

enough plants. Alan Fowler from 

EDDC Streetscene kept us positive to 

keep going on with our work.   A boat 

was installed at our request in the Trian-

gle and that too got planted up using 

shade-loving plants as it is under trees.  
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For our work in public areas we were able to maintain social distancing by 

using óHealth and Safety Tapeô and were able later to form a volunteer ópodô.  

Sidmouth Town Council asked us to help with an NHS tribute, so we painted 

an eight-foot diameter rainbow and used some perennials ï grasses, chloro-

phytum and primulas to plant around it on the raised bed in the Triangle.  

This rainbow has since been relocated in a prominent position between the 

bus station shelters as we had in 2019 been commissioned to do a ô25 years 

of Fairtradeô theme on this site which is now in place. 

 

The Townôs Sensory Garden continued 

to be improved with 3 new large raised 

beds installed.  The Connaught Gardens 

ñEdwardianò sunken beds for which we 

have been responsible for many years 

were planted, complete with their eight 

baskets, and surrounded with EDDC 

wild flower beds.  Unfortunately, this 

area has been the only one in the Gar-

dens with bedding plants. Our volun-

teers are pleased with the result and watering and weeding is carried out from 

6 to 8 am to avoid park visitors.  Our usual Town baskets, troughs and dis-

plays have all gone ahead as we decided not to cancel any of our orders. A 

lot of plants were raised from seed in a heated greenhouse for growing on in 

the polytunnel.  Some areas in Blackmore Gardens were improved later than 

normal, but Anneôs Garden with its new cottage garden make-over is now 

looking great.  The displays that normally were planted up by children were 

carried out by SIB volunteers. 

We have remained positive as we, 

like other groups, depend totally 

on funding and sponsorship.  We 

had some planned emergency car-

ry over funds to cover our work in 

2020 and have used major funding 

earmarked for 2020 RHS cam-

paigns. We have not pushed resi-

dents or businesses for sponsor-

ships due to lockdown issues.  We 

are looking forward to 2021 and 

trust that our work, despite difficulties, has continued to make Sidmouth look 

great for all people and contributes to their wellbeing.   
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President's Message  
 

Along with Jon and Terry I add my good wishes and hope you are   keep-

ing safe and well. No one back in March would have predicted the enor-

mous impact on all of our lives and economy due to Covid 19 Along with 

many of you I expect classed as in the vulnerable group, with a   sup-

pressed immune system, spending time in lockdown.   

Fortunate in having a garden, like so many people it has been my saviour, 

with good weather, a chance to catch up on those jobs you tend to put off.  

 

For many of you times have been difficult with social distancing and 

many other regulations to deal with. But as always you rallied around 

with stories to me of groups out grass cutting on roundabouts, putting out 

hanging baskets and increased litter picks. This has been due in many 

cases to the reduced services our local Councils have been able to       

perform. Staff on furlough, only essential grass cutting, no bedding plants 

being grown or purchased, others delivering supplies to food banks etc.  

My Garden in the Spring A bridge over my Wildlife Pond 

With lockdown on the only seeds I had in 
the greenhouse was some blue cornflower 
and orange Calendula. I sowed these and 
planted them in my front border.  
 

They worked out well and passers by 
commented that they really liked the  
combination 
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In Taunton they have produced the usual wide range of bedding plants 

for themselves and other authorities. This has lifted the spirits of many 

people since lockdown measures have been relaxed slightly in being 

able to go into our Parks and Gardens to see colourful displays, so well 

done to the gardeners.  
 

I had some colourful displays in my own garden to help ease the effects 

of lockdown and the safety of staying at home. 

Like many others the lockdown 

encouraged the growing of fruit 

and vegetables. This was my first 

attempt at growing the melon F1 

Emir. Also some cucumber F1 

Femspot, grown in my small 

greenhouse. 
 

No doubt there are many similar examples out there so well done. The 

way we manage our groups and the Environment will change, lessons 

of good practise will emerge, and give us hope of a return to normality, 

and allow us all to do the things we love most in improving the quality 

of lives in our communities. Look after yourselves  
 

Vic Verrier MBE  

President RHS South West in Bloom  
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GLENDALE 
 

Firstly we hope that everyone is bearing up during these extraordinary 

times and are healthy. Our priority over the last few months has been to 

support our teams and carry out our social duty in helping to stop the 

spread of Covid-19, protecting our communities and the NHS. 
 

After a few days to re-organise our  

business and operations the majority of 

our teams we re-deployed onto essential 

work for our mainly local authority   

clients. Work streams were prioritised in 

supporting the most vulnerable in our 

communities as well as essential        

services. We had teams re-deployed  

onto refuse collection to support the 

huge increase in waste being generated 

with the majority of people working 

from home. Weôve supported meals on 

wheels deliveries and the military in the 

delivery of food parcels to those shielding and unable to leave their 

homes. This coupled with the impact of our own staff self-isolating or 

shielding meant that for a few weeks, at least the horticulture took a back 

seat. 
 

As restrictions allowed, parks were once again raised in the public eye 

with thousands more people using parks for exercise, fresh air and to im-

prove mental health. Again our teams flexed with the needs of our com-

munities to support increased litter collections, disinfection of play equip-

ment and increased toilet cleaning etc. The public support has been fan-

tastic, as were the volunteers and in bloomers who helped across our con-

tracts to support maintenance tasks being missed. It is true that out of ad-

versity comes strength and we have witnessed this across our communi-

ties within our parks and open spaces as well as in the social support we 

have extended to our neighbours and those in need. 
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We were determined to get our annual bedding displays in, this     

summer to offer some colour to the public using our parks and the 

Glendale Horticulture teams worked wonders in supporting us with 

sourcing plants and deliveries. Our teams at Torbay managed to    

complete a small token of gratitude to the NHS at the famous gateway 

to the English Riviera. 

Plans are already in place to bounce back in 2021, with bedding      

designs being worked up and orders being raised with our Glendale 

Horticulture nurseries. In the meantime our teams will continue to  

support parks and open spaces across the southwest over the winter 

and throughout whatever comes next.  
 

Please stay safe and healthy 

and weôll see you all again in 

2021. 

The sensory garden  in West 
Croft School, Bideford part 
of the garden where Glendale 
donated flowers, fruit and 
vegetables and helped the 
pupils with the planting. 
It was designed on drawings 
provided by the school     
children. 
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Weôve been ócracking onô with bloom in Kingsbridge. 

In June we were delighted to have been awarded the Queens Award for 
Volunteer Service in the Queens Birthday Honours which is an MBE  
for our group in recognition  for the outstanding contribution to the 
community. Itôs also great that óbloomô in the South West region has 
been duly recognised. 

Despite the Covid 19 virus 
around us, the power of   
horticulture in our lives has 
been truly demonstrated this 
year. After the lockdown, the 
team were absolutely        
delighted to be back at work 
maintaining our displays 
again in safety, working to 
our social distancing      
guidelines. 

The perennial planting 
throughout the town has   
really been spectacular with 
minimum maintenance     

required which has allowed us to catch up as well as topping up and  
under planting our displays with our own grown plants. 
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Members have also been supporting the community with making face 
masks and grocery deliveries which has  been very well received.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As with many towns, cities and villages we have unfortunately lost 3 shop 
businesses in our high street at this difficult time but have managed to put 
a good bloom display in one and a local artist has created attractive floral 
window art work in the others to help keep the town attractive. 

Plans are already in 
place for some very 
special displays in 
2021.                    
Graham Price   
Chairman KIB 
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Bleadon in Bloom  
 

Bleadon was able to continue to Bloom in 2020 even through the Covid Lock-

down period.  Our innovative ñTub Parentò scheme means that each tub or 

planting scheme is looked after by one household in the village.  Each of the 

households were given plants and they went out and planted their specific area.  

A core team worked within social distancing regulations to take the plants out 

safely and to plant up the bigger areas.   
 

We had teams working on the post office area which 

is next to the shop area and neither team even met.  

We all stayed in touch using Whatsapp and this   al-

lowed us to organise how to plant and what we were 

aiming to do.  
 

The scheme was going to be about the Eternal Olym-

pic Flame in the torch and we had spent time with 

growers and garden centres picking yellow, orange 

and red flowers to make up the scheme.   
 

 However, when the pandemic hit us many of our 

suppliers were unable to help.  We were so lucky to 

be working with WestCroft Garden Centre in Berrow who stepped in valiantly 

and helped us add colour.  Design leaders, Val Hart, Rose Benjamin, and Libby 

Boucher immediately changed each planting plan and we took on a new 

scheme ñThe NHS Rainbowò. 
   

Dave Sharman and Kirsten Hemingway continued with the plans for a new 

cross planter at the church for the 75th anniversary celebrations and they 

achieved this by leaving the right amount of time between their visits.  ñIt was a 

well-co-ordinated team effortò said Kirsten Hemingway, the organiser of 

Bleadon in Bloom.  The tubs actually had two burst of colour this year as we 

planted bulbs for the 75th anniversary as well and they came up and looked 

beautiful just in time.  
 

Bruce Poole, Parish Clerk agreed, ñThe innovative tub parent scheme saved our 

plans this year, we are lucky to have such a committed team of Bloomers, who 

really care about the look of our village, they even managed to extend the 

scheme and installed a new tractor tyre planter in a new part of the village.  

The Parish Council sends thanks to each of the people who took the time to 

plant their area or donate items to put plants in, the village looks lovely.ò 




