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South West in Bloom will be at Chelsea in September 2021 



GLENDALE SUPPORTS COVID RECOVERY WITH NEW LEASED 
FLORAL DISPLAY OFFERING 
 
Headline sponsor and national green service provider Glendale is able to 

support Southwest in Bloom with the installation of amazing floral displays 

over the summer of 2021. 
 

Covid has impacted public open spaces and, in particular the High Street, 

throughout 2020 and Covid Recovery programmes are now being            

introduced across the Southwest by local authorities to support the High 

Street over the next 12 months. 

Due to the short term nature of 

funding we have been approached 

by some customers to offer       

temporary arrangements for       

floral displays, as a one off benefit 

over the summer of 2021, to      

encourage people back to the High 

Street, making the built               

environment a bright and pleasant 

place to be. 
 

Working with our partners at Glendale 

Horticulture we are able to offer several 

different floral packages to customers, both 

on a supply and install basis and a supply, 

install and maintain basis, if required. 

 

Displays are leased for the season (20 

weeks), delivered and installed pre planted 

and in bloom, ready to wow your residents 

and visitors. Ground based displays are 

swiftly positioned using a forklift to carry 

the displays from an articulated lorry.  

Units can be quickly and easily moved post 

installation if required to support events 

and location demands. 
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At the end of the season the units are collected and returned to the nursery.  

Where possible plants are  reused in following seasons, if not they are com-

posted. 
 

With hanging baskets available from as little as Ã99 and planters from Ã545, 

our planters offer instant impact for any temporary project or event.  
 

Maintenance packages are also available for a complete service and to      

ensure they look their best all through the summer. 
 

For more information, Call Deric Newman on 07868 056 590 or 

email deric.newman@glendale-services.co.uk 

Our  sponsor Glendale offers horticulture expertise including, grounds 
maintenance and tree surgery, landscaping & fencing and countryside    
contracting services.  

E: terry.doyle@glendale-services.co.uk   glendale-services.co.uk 
 

Follow me on Twitter: @terrydoyleSW 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @GlendaleUK 
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 Reviving the local economy with flowers    
 

Amberolôs MD Patience Atkinson-Gregory explains the role that floral displays can 

play in a post-lockdown revival of the high street  
 

I always think that the British springtime is the most optimistic of all the seasons. 

For those involved in Britain in Bloom and other community initiatives, itôs also one 

of the most satisfying times of the year. Being an In Bloomer is a year-round     

commitment, and as the warmer months approach, all the planning and behind-the-

scenes work that goes on in groups across the country finally comes to fruition. And 

this year more than ever, we need those green shoots of optimism ï both             

metaphorical and horticultural.    
 

Helping to ensure a Covid-secure Britain in Bloom 
     

After the inevitable cancellation of the 2020 

competition, many Britain In Bloom groups are 

even more motivated to make 2021 a year to 

remember for all the right reasons. Our         

customers have worked hard to implement   

procedures to ensure strict adherence to Covid-

secure practices, with many reporting that the 

self-watering feature of our planters is a       

significant help in ensuring social distancing 

and reducing unnecessary maintenance visits.    
 

We anticipate that the floral cheer brought to 

our high streets, shopping centres, parks, 

schools and public spaces by diligent Bloomers 

will be more important than ever in 2021, as 

people make a cautious return to these places 

post-lockdown. We all need the beauty that  

floral displays can create to raise our collective 

mood, and they will play a significant part in 

encouraging people to visit town centres and 

retail hubs, restarting the  local economy. With 

online shopping becoming the norm in lockdown, people may need a reason to    

return to their commercial centres. Making these places attractive with floral       

displays - so a trip to the shops becomes an event rather than a chore - is one way to 

help achieve that.    

Self Watering Planter in Svaty Jur 

Page 3 



Maintaining social distancing beautifully 
 

Unfortunately, it looks as if social distancing will be at best, desirable and at worst, 

compulsory for some time to come. And so, itôs worth considering how best to make 

public spaces safe, without sacrificing their visual appeal. In Bloomers are known for 

being imaginative when overcoming challenges, and some of our customers have 

demonstrated an innovative approach to social distancing by planting up banks of our 

self-watering containers to create blooming barriers. These floral fences make an 

attractive alternative to the more utilitarian options such as metal railings or chain 

link fencing as way of managing pedestrian flow or blocking entry in areas of high 

footfall. Our range of Promenade and Parade planters have been particularly popular 

as they can be joined together in straight lines or at right angles to create beautiful 

floral barriers of around 0.7m high.     
 

Win Ã200 of Amberol vouchers with your photos  
 

Whatever way In Bloomers choose to enhance their environment, buying plants, con-

tainers and equipment costs money. We try to support Britain in Bloom organisations 

across the UK through a range of ways, including sponsorship and the competitions 

that we regularly run, These usually offer Amberol vouchers as prizes ï with the 

chance to help fund those purchases.   
 

Our photo competition now runs all year round, offering the chance to win Ã200 

worth of Amberol vouchers. Entering is easy, so why not give it a go? Just submit 

any image past or present that you have of Amberolôs self-watering planters via the 

online form on the website or go to our website www.amberol.co.uk and visit the 

Customer Galleries page. Your photo will then be entered into the public vote with 

the chance to win Ã200 of Amberol vouchers. Winners are chosen at least once dur-

ing each season.   
 

Please note : any photo that has been entered in a previous Amberol photo competi-

tion will not be eligible.   
 

Can we help? 

If you would like to discuss your planter needs 

or find out more about how we could help your 

group, please call 01773 830 930 or email 

sales@amberol.co.uk 

 

ñ 
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Leisure, Tourism & Commercial Award  
 

 

Entries are already good in the Leisure, Tourism & Business awards for 2021. 

However many businessôs have had a very difficult year since the first lockdown in 

March 2020 especially those in the hospitality sector. With many only just being able 

to start trading again, entering our competition must have been far from their 

thoughts. Therefore we are keeping entry to this class open until the end May, and 

we would welcome any late entries who may wish to join our competition.  
 

The awards will be presented at the awards  

ceremony at the Winter Gardens Pavillion,    

Weston super Mare on 7th October 2021. 
 

The entry fee is again  Ã20 per entry to help   

cover  assessment and feedback costs.  

This environmental benchmarking award has 

much to commend itself for as a measure of 

quality. The Judges will be looking at areas 

around entrances, public facilities, signage,   

standard of maintenance and appearance.   
 

As well as interesting and original floral displays, 

general landscaping and general maintenance of 

grassed areas.  They will also be looking at the   

environmental side of the business and community 

involvement.   

 

 

Commercial Inn St Just 

North Inn Penzance 

Closing Date for entries extended until Monday 31st May 

The awards take 

on the traditional 

format of  

Gold,  

Silver Gilt,  

Silver and 

Bronze 
Blackmore Farm, Cannington 
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Britain in Bloom South West 
Pride in Park award 2021. 

 

During the past year and the restrictions placed on all of us to stay at home as 

much as possible, when we were given the opportunity to exercise the value of our 

parks and green open spaces became invaluable. 
 

You are able to enter your park for 2021 up to the closing date of 14th June.  

The criteria is the same as before and full details are available from the secretary or 

on our Web site.  It is again important that the entry is community led, and there 

will need to be a community representative at the judging. The time allocation will 

depend on the size of the park or Green open space, and can be up to 2hrs.  
 

You can indicate on the entry form the estimated time needed to judge the entry. 
 

Judging can take place from June until the end of the year, as often parks are better 

judged at different times. You will be able to indicate the general date for judging, 

but if you have a special event, we will try to judge it on a specific day, if sufficient 

notice is given. Details can be entered on the entry form, which should be returned 

to the secretary. 
 

The entries are  awarded one to five stars, the five star equating to a Gold award.  
 

There is an entry fee of Ã20 for 2021. Entrants will receive a certificate    
showing the award and a Plaque to display in the Park 

 

Entry forms are available from the Secretary or on our Web site.  

www.southwestinbloom.org.uk   
 Closing date for entries Monday 14th  June 

Rodmoor Gardens, Portishead Apex Leisure & Wildlife Park. Highbridge  

Page 6 



RHS COMMUNITY AWARDS 2021 
 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the RHS National Finals judging will be run 
digitally as judges cannot be expected to travel throughout the UK safely.  
The judging has therefore been changed from population size, e.g. small 
coastal, large coastal, and then Champion of Champions Award to an all-
encompassing óDiscretionary Awardô, being divided into five categories:  
 

  1: óNourishing Your Communityô,  
  2: óPlanting with Purposeô,  
  3: óNature Friendly Gardeningô,  
  4: óGreen Solutionsô,  
  5: óCultivating Your Communityô.   
 

Regionally nominated In Bloom groups can enter up to 3 of these sections but 
an entry done with relevance is seen as better than three generalised ones. 
Groups will not get penalised for submitting only one category.  
Awards will be given to each entry, with an outstanding or best in the  
category. 
 

Each category offers different perspectives, so óNourishing Your Communityô 
is mainly food-based i.e. sharing food within the community, whereas 
óCultivating Communityô is more people-based - encouraging and increasing 
the number of volunteers across all ages and abilities to enjoy gardening.  
For those choosing 3. óNature Friendly Gardeningô, it was suggested that 
some groups might look at a particular species, or bee corridors etc and how 
these might benefit from plants and ways to protect or increase the species. 
 

4.  óGreen Solutionsô is about planting with climate change in mind, but could 
include, where appropriate, issues about flooding, water catchment etc. 

 
Within each category, there are     
guidelines and pointers to help.  
In Bloom groups are asked a variety 
of questions about their work on a 
given template  
(like a guided portfolio).   
 

However, concise wording is  
required as each part has a limit of 
400 words.   
 

Only 10 photographs with an  
opportunity to include a 5 minute 

video, in any format, can also be included in each category. 
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Entries can now start online, with amendments, additions and photos added 
up until the closing date of 25th July. 
 
Categories entered must include the In Bloom group, so a past ñIn Your 
Neighbourhood Entryò that stood aside from the In Bloom groupôs work 
cannot be included.  For example, in ñSidmouth, the Sidbashersò  
(Himalayan Balsam removal group) is run by Sidmouth in Bloom can be 
included, but our ñChairmanôs Gardenò, run by the Croquet Club without 
SIB intervention, cannot. 
 
Overall, the categories will be marked on quality and outcomes, rather than 
the resources and professional expertise available to each group - noting 
that some groups have more experience using videos and photography - 
although assistance and advice will be given by the RHS where needed. 
 

Size of the entry does not matter - again groups need to address the issues: 
what are the aims, why is it being done in a particular area, how is it to be 
achieved, what are the benefits and where are the categories going in the 
future?  These are not the questions in the templates but Groups need to 
give themselves time to think about the categories, accepting challenges 
that may occur and being creative.   
 

The spaces being tackled are about improving the environment, solving 
challenges in society and improving peoplesô wellbeing, apart from being 
sustainable and biodiverse.   

Throughout, looking also at 
óRight Plant, Right Placeô, 
(annuals, herbaceous, 
shrubs and trees), and      
assessing what would have 
happened if the project had 
not taken place within the 
community. 
Sidmouth in Bloom wishes 
all the Groups a successful 
2021 in both RHS SW in 
Bloom judging and the  
National Awards 
 

Lynette Talbot ( Chair Sidmouth in Bloom) 

Page 8 



GLENDALE COMMITS TO APPRENTICE SCHEME 
 
Glendale has plans to increase their apprentice programme over the next 12 
months. 
 

First launched in 2002, the award winning Glendale apprentice programme 
has allowed for hundreds of enthusiastic new gardeners and tree surgeons to 
commence a career in the green sector through a formal apprentice          
programme. Over the next 6 months a further 20 apprentices will be added 
to the company. 

Glendale has committed to at least 5% of 
their workforce being in an apprenticeship, 
graduate training or sponsored education. 
Our academies have proven to be hugely 
successful both by bringing fresh new faces 
into the company but, as a market leader, 
supporting the sector with new and exciting 
professionals who go on to do great things 
outside of Glendale once 
their apprenticeship has been completed. 
 
For more information about Glendale ap-
prenticeships visit https://www.glendale-
services.co.uk/apprenticeships/ 
 

Important Dates for 2021 
 

 

Regional Judging                   Thurs 1st July to Fri 30th  July 
 

IYN Assessments            Thurs 1st July to Fri 30th July 
 

Pride in Park Award judging   June 2021 to December 2021 
 

Summer Seminar Mariners Hall, Beer. Thursday 24th June  
 

Presentation  Winter Gardens Pavillion 
Weston super Mare       Thursday 7th  October  
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Presidents Message 
 

So many of us have been in semi lockdown now for many months due to the  

ongoing Covid 19 restrictions, including myself in the vulnerable group  needing 

to ñshieldò. Those of us who luckily have gardens to tend have been our saving 

grace. We now look forward to the country continuing to roll out the fantastic 

vaccination programme, that things will gradually return to normal. 
 

Our AGM took place mid March using the now accepted method of conducting 

meetings by Zoom. The meeting was a very positive one, and as one member 

remarked, it was just so nice to see peoples smiley faces again. It is very much 

hoped that government guidelines permitting we will be in a  position to run all 

of our competitions again with judging in July. ( details in the newsletter) 

We have had so much interest with new entries coming in,which highlights the 

benefits of horticulture in these difficult times. 

Members reported increased activities with newly formed community groups 

carrying out everything from litter and beach cleaning to maintaining public 

spaces. 
 

Widely publicised papers on our physical  and mental health during these   

stressful times have found the benefit of being able to use our Public Open  

Spaces and Parks. Again the meeting reported usage up in all these areas that 

they managed where social distancing was possible. 

The  National Allotment Society reported that across much of the country there 

is now a waiting list for plots to become available. This again shows people want 

to exercise in this way and grow fresh produce for the table. 
 

It was very heartening to hear this week that the Liverpool City Council along 

with The Fields in Trust are to be the first Local Authority in the    country to 

pass legislation to legally protect over 1,000 hectares of Parks and Open Spaces .  

This represents over a 100 Parks that will mean they will  never be able to be 

sold or built upon. 

So safeguarding these wonderful assets for generations to come and be able to 

enjoy. I sincerely hope that many others will follow. 
 

I send you all my best wishes for the coming season, keep well, and be safe. 

Fingers crossed you may even manage a holiday this year. 
 

Vic Verrier MBE   

President SWIB 

              

Chionodoxa Rubra  

Spring bulb 
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South West in Bloom at Chelsea 2021  
 
Well we never thought that we would be growing Chrysanthemums and 

Dahlias in their natural season for an exhibit at Chelsea. Due to Covid the 

RHS have decided on a programme of later shows culminating in a show at 

the end of September at The Royal Hospital. 
 

It is our intention, Pandemic willing, to exhibit in the floral Pavillion at  

Chelsea this Autumn. The exhibit will test our skills in plant production,   

design and display. 

Many of the plants grown to date 

are looking good, but now with no 

show  for them to be displayed. 
 

Terry will be demonstrating his         

excellence in Vegetable             

production and featuring some of   

Suttonôs new Vegetables together 

with a variety of the old favourites 

that we can always rely on. 

 
 

The flower plant part of the exhibit will feature an Autumn extravaganza 

with Dahlias, Chrysanthemums, Pelargoniums and grasses designed to show 

a Community Garden for Wildlife and biodiversity   
 

There will be Trees from Glendale 

and a special entry of Exhibition of 

Chrysanthemums and Dahlias by 

past and present National       

Champions. 
 

We are honoured to be able to        

associate with Carrie Funnel with 

her splendid glass sculptures . 
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