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Established in 2020, Southwest Integrated Services Company (SWISCo)     

manages statutory services throughout Torbay on behalf of Torbay Council. 

Since its inception, at the height of the pandemic, the company has gone from 

strength to strength, growing year on year.                                                        

  

SWISCo are the Lead Sponsor of our 2025 Awards Presentation. taking place at 

the Riviera International Centre in Torquay on Wednesday 8th October. 

2025 Presentation at Torquay sponsored by SWISCo 

SWISCoôs re-designed and rejuvenated eye-catching and blooming planting 
schemes at the Italian Gardens on Torquayôs seafront. 
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Awards Presentation 2025 

The Riviera Centre, Torquay 

Wednesday 8th October  

Cabaret seating for both Presentation & Lunch 

Cost Ã30 per Delegate 

Closing date for bookings: Friday 12th September 

Parking available at the Riviera Centre 

PRESENTATION ITINERARY (Provisional) 
 

 09.30am  Registration and refreshments 

10.00 am Welcome by Jon Wheatley and The Mayor of Torbay  

10.15 am  óPlants, Pelicans & Palacesô Guest Speaker: Mark Wasilewski 

11.15 am  Comfort Break 

11.30 am  Childrenôs Painting Competition Results 

11.45 am  IYN & IYS Showcase Tribute 

12.45 pm  Lunch 

 2.15 pm  South West in Bloom Awards 

 4.15pm  Closing by Jon Wheatley 

 4.30 pm Judges Surgeries for Main Competition Entries 

   RHS South West in Bloom Awards Presentation Day at Torquay. 
 

Tickets Ã30 and allocated on a first come first served basis. Booking form enclosed 

with this newsletter and also available to download from our website. 

Torre Abbey 
Refreshments Torbay  

Bowling   
Club 

Restaurants 
 

ñOttoò 
 

ñ21ò 
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Mark Wasilewski LVO   
 

Manager of St Jamesôs Park & The Green Park 
 
Having embarked on a horticultural career in 1978 working for the Somerset Health      
Authority, Mark joined The Royal Parks in 1989 as propagator and nursery manager at 
Greenwich Park, before working at The Regentôs Park and subsequently becoming park 
manager of St Jamesôs Park and The Green Park in 2002.  
 
His position sees him looking after one of Europeôs busiest parks attracting some 17     
million visitors per year. St Jamesôs Park is known for its displays of spring bulbs,         
floriferous borders, and intricate summer bedding schemes. The lake is home to many   
species of waterfowl and has been a home to pelicans since 1664. His responsibilities also 
include management of The Mall and Horse Guards Parade, both scenes of annual        
ceremonial events such as State Visits and Trooping the Colour, and a major element of his 
role is in event planning.  
 
The Mall hosts the finish of the London Marathon, and the park has been the venue for 
Tour de France and the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, which saw the 
Beach Volleyball stadium located on Horse Guards Parade. Half a million people are    
estimated to have visited St Jamesôs Park on the day of the wedding of Prince William to 
Kate Middleton in 2011, and in excess of a million visitors took part in the Queenôs       
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in 2012.  In 2022 the Park played a major role in the       
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations and later in the year the public funeral arrangements of 
Queen Elizabeth II, and the Kingôs Coronation Procession in 2023. 
 
Mark is a former Trustee of London in Bloom and has served on the RHS Britain in Bloom 
national judging panel between 2004 and 2018, and again in 2024. Mark judges several 
London-based competitions and is a member of the Guild of Horticultural Judges.  
 
He served on the RHS Herbaceous Plant    
Committee between 2015-2020, and is a   
member of the RHS Floral Judging Panel 
which sees him judging, among others, shows 
such as Chelsea and Hampton Court.   
 
Appointed a Member of The Royal Victorian 
Order in 2013 for his services to The Royal 
Parks for the Queenôs Diamond Jubilee, he 
was invested as a Lieutenant of the Order in 
2023 for his services to the Queenôs Platinum      
Jubilee.  
 
Mark was granted the Freedom of the City of 
London in September 2024  
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NAME OF PARK/OPEN SPACE TOWN/VILLAGE  AWARD  
 

Bristol , South Gloucs & Wiltshire 

Mundy Playing Fields   Thornbury   4 STAR 

John Coles Park    Chippenham   4 STAR 

Stanley Park     Chippenham   5 STAR 

Keynsham Pocket Park   Keynsham   5 STAR 

Barton Farm Country Park  Bradford on Avon  5 STAR 

Poulton Park    Bradford on Avon  5 STAR 
 

Somerset & North Somerset 

Yeovil Country Park   Yeovil   5 STAR 

Collett Park     Shepton Mallett  5 STAR 

Rodmoor Gardens    Portishead   5 STAR 

Jubilee Park     Portishead   5 STAR 
 

Cornwall 

Trenance Gardens    Newquay   5 STAR 

Boscawen Park    Truro    5 STAR 

Victoria Gardens    Truro    5 STAR 
 

Devon 

The Glen      Honiton    4 STAR 

Blackmore Gardens   Sidmouth   5 STAR 

Connaught Gardens   Sidmouth   5 STAR 

Glen Goyle     Sidmouth   5 STAR 

Mill Marsh Park    Bovey Tracey  5 STAR 

Tessier Gardens    Babbacombe  5 STAR 

Memorial Recreation Ground  Kingsbridge   5 STAR 

Rock Park     Exmouth   5 STAR 

Manor Gardens    Exmouth   5 STAR 

Phear Park     Exmouth   5 STAR 

Pavilion Gardens    Exmouth   5 STAR 

Seafield Gardens    Seaton   5 STAR 

Grand Western Canal Country Park Tiverton   5 STAR 

Yeo Valley Community Woodland Barnstaple   5 STAR 

2024 Pride in Park Awards 
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Britain in Bloom South West 
Pride in Park Awards 2025. 

 

The parks and green spaces in the South West with the Pride in Parks Award        
continues to be a great success and the 2024 Awards were presented at the South 
West in Bloom Seminar at RHS Rosemoor on Thursday 27th March. 

 

  
 

The judging criteria remains unchanged, and full details are available on our         
website. It is important that the entry is community led, and there will need to be a 
community representative at the judging. The time allocation can depend on the size 
of the park or green open space, and can be up to 2 hrs.  
 

Please indicate on the entry form the estimated time needed to judge your entry. 
 

Judging can take place from June until the end of the year, as often parks vary on 
when their displays are at their best, during the seasons. You will be able to indicate 
your general preference for when judging takes place, and if you have a special 
event that you would like judging to tie in with, we will do our best to judge it on a 
specific day if requested, and if sufficient notice is given. Please provide details on 
your entry form.  
 

Entries are awarded one to five stars, the five star equating to a Gold Award.  
 

Pride In Park Entry Fee for 2025 is Ã30. 
 

Entrants will receive an Award Certificate, together   
with a plaque to display in your Park. 

 

Entry forms are available to download at southwestinbloom.org.uk  
or by emailing: southwestinbloom1@outlook.com 

   

Rock Park, Barnstaple Glen Goyle Park, Sidmouth 

Closing date for Pride in Park Entries 2025: Monday 9th June 
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Greening the Gateway to the Riviera: Glendaleôs Work at 
Torquay's Riviera International Centre. 

 

As the South West in Bloom Awards Presentation prepares to take place at 
the Riviera International Centre (RIC) in Torquay this October, visitors will 
be welcomed by an enhanced green space that reflects the townôs           
commitment to environmental excellence. Glendale is proud to have played 
a key role in delivering this transformation. 

 
Our recent work at the RIC 
focused on complementing the 
newly installed paddle tennis 
courts by creating a fresh,    
vibrant planting scheme that 
enhances the visitor  
experience.  
 
The project involved cutting 
out existing turf and  
introducing new, thoughtfully 
designed shrub beds.  
 

These feature a carefully selected mix of Griselinia, Photinia, and        
Portuguese Laurel, evergreen species chosen for their resilience, structure, 
and year-round appeal.  
 
The aim was to create a      
welcoming green buffer that 
adds colour and texture to the 
site, providing a natural     
backdrop to the modern sports 
facilities while contributing to 
Torquayôs broader green     
infrastructure. 
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This improvement not only supports the aesthetic goals of the venue but 

also strengthens biodiversity and long-term sustainability. Weôre delighted 

that this location, now enriched with fresh planting, will serve as the venue 

for this yearôs Awards Presentation, welcoming guests with a space that 

reflects the core values of South West in Bloom. 

 

Glendale is committed to maintaining and enhancing outdoor                  

environments across the region, and the RIC project stands as a strong   

example of what can be achieved through thoughtful planning and skilled 

horticulture. 
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How to Sustain and Attract Wildlife in your             
Community Garden this Spring 

 

Spring is one of our favourite seasons at Amberol. Itôs 

the time of year we begin to see snowdrops make way 

for daffodils and early bluebells ï but itôs also a time for 

preparation. The gardeners among us will be busy       

potting, plotting, and planting ahead for the floral       

displays that will spread through the nation this summer. 

With sustainable gardening on the minds of many this 

year, why not consider ways we can plant beautiful 

blooms whilst sustaining and attracting wildlife? 
 

For those involved in Britain in Bloom competitions, or 

community gardeners planning floral displays for a    

local Railway 200 event, creating a sustainable environment for pollinators and the 

public alike could be a source of inspiration. However big or small your            

community garden, there are plenty of ways to make the most of this season. 
 

Weôve compiled a few spring gardening ideas that combine beauty with sustaina-

bility to get you inspired this spring. 
 

Planting pollinator corridors 

Is there an unused patch of ground in your community garden or local greenspace? 

If so, why not consider sowing a wildflower patch? 

The benefits of planting wildflowers such as lavender, foxglove, bluebells, wood 

anemone and milkweed are not only aesthetic - they also provide essential         

nutrients to pollinators such as butterflies and bees. Itôs also an easy way to create 

a more vibrant ecosystem within urban landscapes. 
 

With brighter weather in our midst, itôs as 

easy as finding a wildflower or meadow 

seed mix and sowing them in a sunny spot ï 

either directly into the ground or into con-

tainers if space is limited. 

Come early summer, both pollinators and 

passersby will delight in the vibrant blooms. 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardening-for-the-environment/planet-friendly-gardening-tips
https://amberol.co.uk/community/post/2025-03-05/britain-in-bloom-2025-uk-finalists-announced
https://amberol.co.uk/community/post/2025-02-14/calling-all-train-station-volunteer-groups-grant-funding-is-available-to-celebrate-200-years-of-rail-travel
https://www.rhs.org.uk/lawns/how-to-sow-a-wildflower-patch


9 

 

 

Small space and urban gardening 

 

For those with limited outdoor space, there are still plenty of ways to get creative 

with your gardening. 

Vertical gardens offer a huge array of options including flowers, fruits, or even 

green ólivingô walls that can transform bare surfaces into flourishing displays. 

Container gardening is also a versatile option for flowers or vegetables that      

require a bit more management as you can always move the planters into the 

shade if needed. 

With just a few steps, you can transform your bare courtyard into an urban oasis. 

Vibrant colours and unusual plants 

Amberol customers are no strangers to vibrant floral displays. Take some time 

browsing through the stunning displays that have bloomed in Amberol planters 

over the years in our customer photo gallery. 
 

Wherever you are on your community gardening 

journey, here are some unique blooms to consider 

planting this spring: 
 

Epimedium  Primula aurantiaca  

 

Marsh woundwort   Snowdrift 

 

Snapdragon vine 

Amberwall & Planter Enhancement 

Beehive 
Tiered 
Planter 

https://amberol.co.uk/amberwall
https://amberol.co.uk/gallery
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/epimedium
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/13703/primula-aurantiaca-(pf)/details
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/84117/stachys-palustris/details
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/69553/iris-laevigata-snowdrift/details
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/69565/antirrhinum-majus/details
https://amberol.co.uk/amberwall
https://amberol.co.uk/planter-enhancement
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Britain in Bloom 2025 UK Finalists from the South West 

Large Town:  THORNBURY 

We have four entries representing the South West. Bath BID,  Torquay In 

Bloom, Kingsbridge In Bloom and Thornbury In Bloom.  

There is no doubt that they will all do an excellent job representing our 

region. Blooming Big Good Luck Wishes to you all! 

Town:  KINGSBRIDGE   BIDS: Bath BID   

 City/Small City: TORQUAY 

2025 Regional Judging & IYN Assessments  
     1st July to 31st July  
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2025 Childrenôs Painting Competition 

 

The RHS have a target of becoming Biodiversity Positive for 2025, as part of 

their RHS Sustainability Strategy so our theme for this yearôs South West In 

Bloom Childrenôs Painting Competition is: 

 óBlooming Biodiversity In My Communityô 

Biodiversity is all the different kinds of life you'll find in one area. A variety of  

animals, plants, fungi, and even microorganisms like bacteria that make up our  

natural world. Each of these species and organisms work together in ecosystems, 

like an intricate web, to maintain balance and support life. We would like       

paintings to reflect examples of biodiversity found in your own blooming       

community, school garden, beach, park, green space or any other community   

gardening projects local to you!  

 

The age group categories are: Up to 6 years, 7ï11 years, and 12ï16 years old. 

Art should be a maximum of A3 in size, and only one entry per age group, 

per School/Bloom Group can enter, and they should be the winners of your 

own local competition.   

Entry forms can be downloaded at: southwestinbloom.org.uk or by emailing: 

southwestinbloom1@outlook.com.  Closing date for receipt of entries: Friday 

4th July. Entries to be posted to: Regional Coordinator, SWIB, 6 Main Road, 

Hutton, Weston-super-Mare, BS24 9QG.  

Please note submitted entries are non-returnable unless an SAE is enclosed. 

Closing Dates: 
Pride In Park Entries: Monday 9th June 

Award Presentation Bookings: Friday 12th September  
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In South West in Bloom we are one 
of the few regions that hold Judges 
training days to ensure constituency 
and up to date accreditation of our 
Judging Team. 

We hold this every other year, and 
this year it took place in Barnstaple 
on the day before our Spring Seminar. 

Part of the training is a practical   
session, which this year involved a 

short tour around Barnstaple centre         
organised with the help and support of 
Frances Bell from Barnstaple in Bloom. 

We also took the opportunity while our 
Judges and Committee Members were    
together to hold both our AGM and       

Committee meeting, which we otherwise 
hold over zoom as a cost saving. Our Judges 
are looking forward very much to visiting  
our competition entries this year and sharing 
with you all an enjoyable óbloomingô day! 

Important Dates for 2025 
 
 

Regional Judging        1st July to 31st July 2025 
 

IYN Assessments     1st July to 31st July 2025 
 

Pride in Park Judging June 2025 to December 2025 
 

Business Judging  June 2025 to August 2025 
 
Awards Presentation    Wednesday October 8th 2025  

At the Riviera International Centre in Torquay. 

Judges Training Day at Barnstaple 
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 South West In Bloom Discretionary Special Awards  

 

South West In Bloom are delighted to continue to support the new RHS 

Community Awards following their successful pilot last year.  

Our Discretionary Award Panel will therefore, in addition to deciding our 

2025 South West In Bloom Discretionary Special Award Winners, as 

nominated by our Judges and Assessors, will also select from our regionôs 

nominations, up to 5 entries to represent the South West for the RHS 

Community Awards. These are:  

RHS Community Engagement Award 

RHS Gardening with Young People Award 

RHS Gardening for Health & Wellbeing Award 

RHS Sustainable Gardening Award 

RHS Gardening for Wildlife Award 
 

A FAQôs produced by the RHS, covering the most frequently asked  

questions about the Awards, to include the criteria, nominations and the 

assessment process can be found on our website, under the tab óSpecial 

Awardsô. There you will also find the full list of our own current          

Discretionary Special South West In Bloom Awards. 
 

Please donôt forget to encourage your Bloom and Community Groups to 

make our Judges and Assessors aware when they visit, if you feel your 

entry, group, individual, and or initiative, merits consideration for       

nomination for one or more of our Discretionary Special Awards, and of 

course, for any of the new RHS Community Awards too!  

Good luck Everyone! 

Remember to share and #southwestinbloom 
in your socials, to help us spread the message 
about all the blooming fantastic projects and 
schemes, communities, groups and         

neighbourhoods, we have here in the South 
West! @southwestinbloom. 
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This year we returned to the beautiful venue of RHS Rosemoor for our Spring 
Seminar which took place on Thursday 27th March. Much prepared plans for 
the day started to go awry when our key Guest Speaker Mark  Wasilewski was 
unable to attend due to last minute family commitments.  Our Vice Chairman, 
Rich Budge therefore at the last minute had to stand in, with a talk on his expe-
rience of Bloom and the Nationals as both a National Bloom Judge and too as a 

member of Truro in Bloom, a past National entry rep-
resenting the South West. 
 
Things unfortunately went further awry when our 
Chairman Jon Wheatley, was too also unable to       
attend, following his wife Jane taking a fall and being 
rushed into hospital. Fortunately, we are pleased to 
hear Jane is recovering well. 
 
Our Seminar day therefore started with a warm       
welcome from Jon Webster, Curator at RHS 
Rosemoor, followed by our first guest speaker Jon 
Walton, CEO of  Plymouth Waterfront Partnership. He 
covered a very good presentation on the many benefit 
that BIDôs can bring, not only to our towns and cities 

but also by working in partnership with our Bloom 
Groups across the South West.  
 
This was then followed by a talk from Tim Fildes, 
Head of UPW (South), who provided an informative 
presentation on the benefits of community payback 
workers, who can potentially help to fill that ever in-
creasing void in getting volunteer workers to assist and 
support community groups, particularly with some of 
their   larger projects and tasks they face completing.  
 
The afternoon them moved on to a session providing 
guidance and advice, focussing on how best Bloom 
Groups should go about organising their entry, with  
tips and hints to ensure that all of the judging category and criteria elements are  
covered. Two of our National South West in Bloom Judges, Rich Budge and 
Nick Jones led this session, taking up the challenge standing in for Jon. They 
helpfully also covered how important it is to manage and plan every detail of the 
tour, making it as interesting and as formative for the Judges as possible.  
 
The afternoon then concluded with the Presentation of the 2024 Pride in Parks 
Awards. 

Spring Seminar 2025 at RHS Rosemoor. 
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Our thanks go to Nigel Bloxham for taking the photos at our Spring Seminar.     
Photos of the Parks Presentation are available to view and order on Nigelôs 

 website:  http://www.ukphotogallery.com  

Victoria Gardens Truro 5 Stars Tessier Gardens, Babbacombe Bay 5 Stars 

Glen Goyle, Connaught Gardens & Blackmore   
Gardens all in Sidmouth  - 5 Stars 

Pavilion Gardens, Phear Park, Manor Gardens 
 all in Exmouth - 5 Stars 

Yeovil Country Park 5 Stars Rock Park, Barnstaple 5 Stars 

http://www.ukphotogallery.com/

